
IIT Kanpur January 23, 1977             a good cat deserves a good rat�
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My favourite things My favourite things My favourite things My favourite things ---- A Faculty Song A Faculty Song A Faculty Song A Faculty Song    
 
Dodgeable questions and titles of papers 
AME movies and brown-colored Shapers 
Class-full of boys and ten pointer fings 
These are a few of my favourite things.  
 
lIT dames and Chinmayananda 
Ladies bicycles and grey-haired phuddha 
Assignment problems on massless springs 
These are a few of my favourite things. 
 
My latest paper that is one decade old 
Faculty canteen where coffee is sold 
The fun and frolic a conference brings 
These are a few of my favourite things 
. 
When the bell rings 
When the class ends 
When I'm feelin’ sad 
I ‘simbly’ remember my favourite things  
And then I don’t feel so ooooooo bad. 
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How to become a faculty member? How to become a faculty member? How to become a faculty member? How to become a faculty member?     
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EXCERPTS FROM EXCERPTS FROM EXCERPTS FROM EXCERPTS FROM ‘SHARMA' S LECTURES SHARMA' S LECTURES SHARMA' S LECTURES SHARMA' S LECTURES ON ADVANCED ON ADVANCED ON ADVANCED ON ADVANCED 
ELEMENTARY CHEMSTRYELEMENTARY CHEMSTRYELEMENTARY CHEMSTRYELEMENTARY CHEMSTRY    
 
Dedicated to my wife Tunnu and children Tuttu and Tukku, who taught me more Chemistry than I 
have taught my students. 
 
PREFACE 
 
Dr. Sharma, a pioneer in the field of Advanced Elementary Chemistry has been making several 
(convenient) innovations in his course, which is currently being taught to the freshman students 
and to the faculty members who attend the lectures. Even before the current edition came out, we 
had received orders for two hundred and six copies, (which is also equal to the number of first 
yearites). This shows the immense popularity the book enjoys with the students. The readers are 
also suggested that they (better) buy the companion volume, also by the same author, ca1led, 'A 
Treatise on the specific heat of copper chloride', costing only Rs.176. Corrections of mistakes in 
the text are most welcome. However, note that it is impossible to rewrite the whole book. 
 
LECTURE NO. ONE 
 
Hiya, boys: (and girls, when there are girls) Let us start our course with the simple equation of a 
freely falling body. 
 
 

 
 
WHAT? You fellows don’t know this elementary covariant tensor equation of freefall? It beats 
me. Let me make it simpler. WHAT?? You don't know differential equations? Let us go to 
Dalton's theory. Even I don't dig this modern stuff. And I dare say I am getting along as well as 
others. Why Dalton was one of the most famous scientists of his times and he didn't know a word 
of quantum thingummy. 
  
This reminds me of an unforgettable incident that happened way back, when I was in the USA - 
when I was walking hand in hand with Einstein or could it be Niels Bohr? The name doesn't 
matter. He asked me ‘What is black and white and red all over?' .WHAT?!? '" You have heard 
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this one BEFORE? Not possible. You mean the punch line is 
stale? Alright. Don't distract me into talking about irrelevant 
things. 
 
Where were we? Yes we were calculating the curl of the electric 
field. The curl is not here; it is not there; in fact it is not in this 
lecture hall. Where is it? It is outside this hall, near the faculty 
building, at INFINITY... 
 
Now, now why are you fellas walking out?? STOP. I say, Hold 
it...I say. '., 
..... 

********* 
 

YOU ASK AND PATTU ANSWERS!!!! 
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In Bombay, apparently, they still use polished silver looking glasses. 
The modern silver coated glass mirror is still a highly priced rarity 
there. This perhaps explains why the Bombay lIT boys who came here 
for the: Inter lIT Meet decamped with no less than 18 mirrors from Hall 
3. Madras, Delhi and Kharagpur boys being more modern, left with only 
15 mirrors among them. 
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